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Note: While our creative work is all done in house in the United States of America by humans,
this cost analysis sheet was researched by Google Gemini and typeset by me.

Typesetting Cost 2026

In 2026, the profcssional typesetting and 1ay0ut of a 200-page book with text and images typical]y ranges
from $200 to $1,200 for standard projects. Highly complex or premium projects, such as art-heavy coffee
table books or technical textbooks, can exceed $3,600 to $4,000.

Pricing by Complexity

Costs are primarily determined by the density ofimages and the intricacy of the 1ay0ut4

. Standard Non-Fiction (Moderate Images): Expect to pay between $200 and $500 for basic

professiona] formatting.

. Heavi]y Mlustrated Works: For books with a high volume of‘images (e.g., cookbooks or art
books), professional rates often land between $450 and $1,190.

. High—End/Boutique Design: Spccialist studios or custom design treatments for image—rich
"process color" books often charge a flat fee around $3,600 for 200 pages.

Per-Page Rate Estimates

If hiring a freelancer or service that bills per page, rates vary by experience level:
. Entry-Level/Freelance: $1.00 — $2.00 per page ($200 — $400 total).
. Professional/Standard: $2.00 — $5.00 per page ($400 — $1,000 total).

. Specialized/Technical: $8.00 — $15.00+ per page ($1,600 — $3,000+ total).

Additional Considerations:

. Setup Fees: Some services apply a supplemental setup fee (approx. $100) for books under a
certain page count.

. Corrections: Post-layout text changes can cost roughly $0.75 per word or be billed at an
hourly rate of ~$50.
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Full-Wrap Cover Cost 2026

For 2026, the cost of professional book cover design typically ranges between $625 and $1,250, with an overall
average of approximately $880 for a high-quality custom cover. Budgeting varies significantly based on the
method of production, ranging from free DIY options to $3,000+ for high-end agency work.

Pricing Tiers for 2026

. DIY & Templates ($0—$100): Using tools like Canva or DIY Book Covers allows for free
creation, though costs may arise from purchasing stock image licenses (approx. $30/month)
or premium fonts.

. Premade Covers ($50-$350): Designers create these in advance for specific genres. They are
sold only once; the designer simply updates the title and author name for the buyer.

. Budget Freelance ($15-$250): Placforms like Fiverr or Upwork offer low-cost custom designs.
While affordable, these often carry risks of generic stock imagery or undisclosed AT use.

. Professional Custom ($400-$1,200): This is the "sweet spot” for most self-published authors,
covering professional typography, photo manipulation, and several revision rounds.

. Premium & Ilustrated ($1,500-$3,000+): Custom illustrations (common in Fantasy/Sci-Fi) or
hiring veteran designers who work for "Big 5" publishers typically command these rates.

Median Costs by Genre

Genre significantly impacts price due to the complexity of visual requirements, such as custom world-

building for fantasy.
Cost Factors

. Format Requirements: An ebook-only cover (front only) is cheaper than a "Full Wrap" which
includes the spine and back cover for print editions.

. Imagery Type: Photo-manipulated covers using stock images or illustrations provided by
contributor are generally more affordable than original, hand-drawn illustracions.

. Revision Cycles: Most professionals include 2—3 rounds of revisions; exceeding this or
requesting rush deliveries will increase the final quote.




